
 
 

 
Valencia Foundation Howe Collazo’s Starfish Swam Scholarship 

Introduction and History:  
An alumna from Valencia, Jennifer Howe Rogan created the Howe Collazo's Starfish Swam 
Scholarship at Valencia College in appreciation for assistance and guidance provided by Victor 
Collazo, Student Development Coordinator, during her education at Valencia College. Through the 
efforts of the Valencia Alumni Association, the State Student Development Commission, and many 
friends, it is now endowed assuring this scholarship will be awarded forever. 
 
The scholarship is based on the Starfish Story where a boy was throwing starfish into the ocean 
that were washed up on shore. An old man asked what he was doing. He told him, “The tide is 
going out and the Sun is coming up. If they don’t get back into the water they will die.” The Old 
Man said, "There are hundreds. There’s no way you can make a difference." He picked one up, 
threw it into the ocean and said, "It made a difference to that one." At a presentation after sharing 
this story Jennifer looked at Mr. Collazo and then thanked him for "throwing her back in." 
 
This scholarship is intended for those that have a “Story.” Those that are overcoming life’s 
challenges. Those that despite these challenges are still improving their lives through education 
and contributing to our community by serving others. Many of us have our “story.” Most use this 
as an excuse and quit. The “Starfish Scholarship” allows students to move forward despite these 
challenges. 
 
During the past several years this award has gone to cancer survivors, those fighting other 
illnesses, care givers for their family, survivors of domestic abuse, the homeless, single mothers 
just making ends meet financially, children from families that may need additional financial 
assistance, those with disabilities, international students, and others. What they all had in 
common was a desire to move beyond their “Story,” are attending Valencia, and still find the 
time and energy to do service for their community. 
 
Scholarships (various awards totaling $2300) for the Fall Term 2020 have been designated by the 
Valencia Foundation to support the studies of eligible applicants. The applicants must submit 
includes an essay, be currently enrolled or be accepted to Valencia College in a degree or 
certificate program.  

Note: All information is confidential and protected. Personal stories and details and information, 
except for Directory Information and other information permitted by law, will not be released 
without your permission. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Howe Collazo’s Starfish Swam Scholarship 

Valencia Foundation Application 
 

Scholarships for Fall Term 2020 have been designated by the Valencia Foundation to support the 
studies of eligible applicants. Applicants MUST submit an essay*, be currently enrolled and/or be 
accepted to Valencia College in a degree or certificate program.  
This award will be competitively awarded to a current Valencia College student, or new enrollee. 
Non-traditional and International students are encouraged to apply. 
 
To apply for this scholarship, interested individuals must submit a one (1) page essay* (12 pt. text, 
single spaced, no cover sheet) on the following statement:   

 Life sometimes provides us with challenges that seem to be too devastating to 
allow us to accomplish our life plans and educational goals. 
 
1. Describe how you are overcoming the challenge(s) in your life.  
2. How will this award help you to achieve your personal, educational, and career 

goals, and to help you with your future ambitions? 

Make sure you provide specific examples of your personal challenging experiences, 
service to the school/community, and any academic or professional experiences to 
demonstrate why you are deserving of this award.  NOTE: All 3 sections will be used to 
evaluate your application. 
 
Again, applicants must be currently enrolled and in good academic standing or accepted to 
Valencia College in a degree or certificate program before applying.  
The following must be included on the top (header) of the essay: 

 Student’s full name and Valencia ID number 
 Preferred e-mail address AND Valencia e-mail 
 Must be signed and dated. 

NOTE: The applicant does not have to show financial need according to FAFSA to receive these 
funds. But a FAFSA must be on file in the Valencia College Financial Aid Office. This award may 
impact your total Financial Aid Package. International students are eligible to receive this award. 
 
Please submit an electronic copy of your Application Essay to Elvin Cruz, Valencia Foundation 
Scholarship Manager, ecruz52@valenciacollege.edu, by midnight Friday, June 5.  
 
Applications will be reviewed by a committee of Orlando community leaders and 
recommendations for final selection will be made to Victor Collazo and Jennifer Howe Rogan. They 
will submit the names and application of recipients, plus one alternate, to the Valencia Foundation 
to make the award.  
 
The scholarship recipients will be notified by e-mail in June and will be awarded for the 2020-21 
Fall Term after verification of qualifications. 
*All information provided in the essay is confidential and protected. Personal stories and details 
and information, except for Directory Information and other information permitted by law, will 
not be released without your permission. 


